Cl It is to be wished, I 
business to pursue and improve the doctrine of signs; had that been done, questionless the profession of physic had arrived at its acme long ere now, at least as far as our mortal state will allow."
Baglivi, Book ii. chap% 8.
A s there is nothing which can more immediately affect the accuracy or ^-ucce^s of a physician's practice than the truth or fallacy of the diagnosis which he is accustomed to form; so there is nothing which ought so powerfuily to excite his attention as the peculiarities which different diseases assume. This is a subject of inquiry so essential in our profession indeed, and one which is so apt either to be neglected, or conducted on improper principles, that it cannot !5e too frequently recurred to, or too strongly insisted on. The experience of the medical practitioner is constantly presenting him with pathological facts to which he is a stranger, and with combinations of disease which he has never anticipated ; while the precepts of his art, the most general in their application, are often fettered with exceptions, and the best established of the principles which direct him are subject to changes. A physician, in the exercise of his professional duties, is thus like a mariner in an unknown sea. The leading features of the scene may be familiar in both cases to the imagination, and their probable dangers estimated pretty correctly from analogy, but those of a minuter character cannot be so well judged of* and must consequently require an incessant examination.
The difficulty of this task, known to the physician, must always be as severely felt by him as its necessity, for, as it embraces every thing which is important, so must it also include every thing which is uncertain in his profession. 
